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THE FUTURE OF THE PACIFIC AREA

The greater part of the military and naval expenditure
in the Pacific area would be rendered unnecessary if justice
and common sense were allowed to prevail in
the councils of the nations concerned. The
military and naval power of Japan has been
developed, not because of the aggressive intentions of the
Japanese, but simply as a means of self-preservation. There
can be little doubt that if she had not taken advantage of
Western methods and science to make herself strong enough
to ward off aggression, and, if necessary, to strike her intend-
ing adversaries, she would before this have fallen under the
domination of a Western Power, probably Russia, who
thought it was her destiny to be all-powerful on the Pacific.
This would have involved the control, if not the actual
government, by her, not only of Korea but of Japan and
probably also of China. The rise of Japan, and her splendid
victories in the war with Russia, have for ever made the
realisation of that dream impossible, and it is to be hoped
that in future Russia will concentrate her efforts on the
development of her immense natural resources and the
amelioration of the conditions of her people. Forces are
being generated within that great Empire which will restrain
the ambitions of her autocratic and bureaucratic rulers. The
people of Russia are now awakening to a sense of their
rights, and we may assume that they will demand them in
a manner which will show that autocratic power is doomed.
At the same time they will recognise the rights of other
countries, and seek to live in friendly co-operation with
them.

If the provisions of the Anglo-Japanese Alliance were

extended to  include the United States of America, there

Extension of   would be no need for any further development

Anglo-Japanese of military and naval power on the Pacific area.

The combined forces and influence of Great

Britain, the United States, and Japan would be sufficient to